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the absolute cessation of the modes (yrttis) of adrstas of
the beings of the universe leading to pralaya. That there
is such an obvious decay in the universe is clear from
the following :

1. First of all, there used to be mental creations
(manasz srsti); then from the fusion of the male and
the female for the purpose of producing a son as a
part of religious duties; and later on, simply to satisfy
one's sexual desires although on right lines. But now,
no consideration of any kind exists even in such
productions.

2. First of all, samskara used to be performed in
earn and the rest; then in the fields etc.; then in the
womb of the mother; and now, after the birth of the
child, and that too, only based on worldly usage.

3. Regarding the Veda, we know that first of all,
people used to study the thousand fdkhas of it; later on,
separately; then one out of the six angaSy and now, any-
one of the fakhds alone; and that also partly.

4. Coming to the means of livelihood (yrtti\ we
find that Brahmanas used to live upon rta^ meaning,
the act of picking up grains; then upon food brought
to them without asking for it; then upon food begged
for; then upon the act of ploughing the field; then
upon trade; then upon some art; then upon the protec-
tion of cow and the rest; but now, they depend upon
service {seva).

5. Again, first of all, Brahmanas used to receive
guests with great difficulties; later on, they themselves
became guests of Ksattriyas; then those of Vai9yas; and
now, they eat food supplied by (^udras. It is further
found that at present some people have begun to eat
food from the hands of sweepers and other members
of the depressed class (antyajas).

6. Again, first of all, they used to eat the remainder
{fesd} of the rites and sacrifices {yaJna)\ then that which
used to remain after feeding the guests; then that which
used to remain after feeding the servants; and now,